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Staff,            3/12/2020 
 
As the number of positive cases increases across Oregon, Governor Brown’s office has released information for 
businesses, schools and medical facilities of which she will speak to at a 9 a.m. press conference today. The 
strategies she is proposing includes: 
 

1. Large gatherings: All large gatherings over 250 people will be canceled statewide effective immediately for 
four weeks. A gathering is defined as any event in a space in which appropriate social distancing of a 
minimum of three feet cannot be maintained.  
 

2. Schools: In addition to previous guidance issued on March 8, 2020 to keep schools open, all non-essential 
school-associated gatherings and group activities should be canceled — such as group parent meetings, 
field trips, and competitions. 

 
3. Workplace: Recommended implementation of distancing measures including an increased physical space 

between employees in offices and worksites, limited in-person meetings, limited travel, and staggered work 
schedules where possible. 

 
4. Long-Term Care and Assisted Living: Strict limitations announced this week by the Oregon Health 

Authority and Department of Human Services remain in place. 
 
I have been in contact with Oregon Department of Education (ODE) Deputy Superintendent and he shared that 
ODE will be providing specific guidance to schools based on this information after the press conference. 
 
Rest assured I am monitoring the situation and will develop plans based on that guidance. We will relate the 
information to you as soon as possible.  
 
For now, it is important that you understand what is happening in your schools and conference schedules. Most 
schools have cancelled field trips effective today. Please check your district emails or work with your building 
principals to get updates from individual districts. If you have a planned out of town conference please check their 
websites for updates. Several conferences have already been cancelled. 
 
I know this news likely brings about many questions. For specific questions please reach out to me or your program 
administrator and we will collect and respond to the whole organization where appropriate and feasible. 
 
I understand that all of this COVID-19 Coronavirus communication and media attention causes unrest. My 
recommendation is to concentrate on using the precautionary measures we have been discussing and working to 
keep classrooms calm and anxieties down with students and colleagues by going about business as usual as much 
as possible.  
 
I will reach out to you all soon with more specific information when it becomes available. 
 
Tenneal  
 
Tenneal Wetherell 
Superintendent 
Office: 541.266.3983 | Fax: 541.266.4040 
tennealw@scesd.k12.or.us 
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